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THE ARTISTS” BARN

Ben Coode-Adams and Freddie Robins took a gamble on thetr Essex barn conversion, startin 4 with just
balf the funds their quantity surveyor recommended — but hard graft paid off in the end, rewarding

them with a home that's as unique as they come Wors Luke Tebbust Phosograply Rachas! Smith

above Barn on't be fooled by the modern, £130,000 mesh
COMTETIAONS L roof on Ben Coode-Adams and Freddie Robins
e dlark, but barn from the new series of TV's Glarme Dlarggme.
planning

Inside, it feels more like being swallowed by a giant

;;j:gf:;m? timber dincsaur = 8.5m tall, with all its bones exposed,
instiall wisible roof dating from about 1560, There's no plasterboard, paper
lights. He gor ! o paint to hide the structuse — just raw architecture,
round the Tlove that people still think we have to do the
problem by uring carpet or finish off the plaster,” says Freddie, an artist

@ mesh roaf and textiles reacher at London's Royal College of Art.
?{;’rz”}ﬂm T bove that it docsn't have those trappings of 2 normal
with dugbter ; home — they're too comforeable and cloying and
Wilbelming claustrophobic. 1 love the extremity of it.”

Jfar keft Gaps in Mot everyone does, though. '‘Quite a lot of people
the sixteenth are harrified. It’s against everything they think a home
centuTy fiméer should be,' says Ben, also an artist. Friends of my
Jfrmme bave been parents said, “God, doesn't look like they’re anywhere
filled with i ished e

i near finishe: yet. o . .
tivige of slier But they are — just. We visit days after the TV crew's

final Alming, which required a frantic push to clear =
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close to building them. In a normal build, you would
have worked that out at the beginni g 50 your
contractor could cost it

Ewen better, it also saved them money. For example,
u specialist company quoted £35,000 for the concrete
fioor (which had to be eight inches thick to suppore
scaffolding, in case they need to reach the ceiling) and
they lmocked off more than a third by cutting out the
middle-man and hiring people directly.

It’s typical of their can-do (though some would call
it foolhardy) approach, which drove the project from
the stast. A quantity surveyor told them it would cost
£1.3million, but they proceeded with just £650,000
from savings and the sale of their London house (with
another £150,000 lent by Bex's parents at the end).

“We never had a budget. We just had a set amount of
money to work with, so we thought “ler’s do it and see
what happens,”™ says Ben, "We knew we could save
money on the surveyor’s quote, which included the
builder’s profit and risk, but we didn’t know how
much it would cost to repair the frame. Thats an
unknowable thing. But what else can you do?

For others considering a similar project, Ben advises
= with hesitation — that it’s handy to be handy. Tf vou

T ——

‘If you have no building knowiedge, you're going to
end up spending a shedload for somebody who does’

have no building knowledge, you're going to end up
spending a shedload for somebody else who does.

He also says it’s impartant to spend time looking at
the building before you start. Time was wasted ar the
beginning of their project considering a roof design
that was unsuitable for their barn, which slopes from
one end 1o the ather,

“You need ro spend time in the building, getting a

feel for it, because it will affect all the design elements,”

By combining these elements with the eco-friendly
features, including two wood-burning stoves, one with
a buck-boiler in case the main biomass bailer ever
needs a back-up, Ben and Freddie feel they've checked
everything off their Hst.

S0 now the hardest work is over, with just a few
final details lefi to satisfy building control, Then they
can work out where to put the rest of their robots and
stuffed animals - about three quarters of which are
stored in a side room. William Marnis' often-quoted
aphorism = Have nothing in your houses that you do
not know to be useful or believe to be beautiful,'—
means nothing here. And, unsurprisingly, Freddie
admits, Tm not very big on rules’, which is
probably just as well. 8D
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Mezzaning level
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Money matters

Build cost £850,000 Build cost per sqem £1,300
Professional fres £30,000 Glazing £47,000

Roof £130,000 Flooring £22,000 Lighting {8,000
Kitehen £5,000 Bathrooms £6,000

Suppliers

Project team Architect Hudeon Architects (020 7490
3411, Juaack chitecrs. co.uk) Planning it
Bidwells (020 7493 3043; hichwells.couk) Project
manager Ben Coode-Adams (bencoodeadarms com)
Project leader Nick Spall and NS Restorations (07845
921 343; merestomtions.co.uk) Engineer Jag Manku
at The Morton Parmership (01376 563 B83;
themarmonparmership.en.uk) Fleetrician RL |

(01206 576 590) Lighting designer Andrew Eynon at
Ecn Light Seare (0870 766 9606; ecolightstore.com)
Plumbing and pipe firting Chris Chapman as ChC
Mechanical Services (0473 612 681; omec-led.couk)
Roofer Paul Grant ar PJI Clackding Systems (01206
369 041) Carpentry Nical Wilsor (07977 220 903)
Structure Roof mesh Cachech MDA (020 8492 7622,
cadischmda.com) Roof slate Welsh Slate, Penchyn
Quarry (01248 600 656; welshalarz.com)
Polycarbonate skylights and cladding Rodcca
(01268 418 456; rodeca.coak) Stecl windows and
stable roof lights Clement Windows (01428 643 393;
clemenmwindows.orguk) Sliding doors Glasspace
(01268 782 307; glasspace.com) Fire-screen glass
(dividing living space from studio) Essex Safery Glass
(01376 520 061; essexsafetyglasa.co.uk) Insulation
Gates, supglied by Ty-Mawr (01874 611 350,

Eme org.uk) Conerete (for floar) Hanson (01434

316 000; heidelbergrement.com) Concrete pumping.
{fiox Aoor) Canvey Concrete Purnping (01268 632 508,
canveyconcrerepumping.on.uk) Concrete floor
polishing GRC Industrial Floariryg (01206 844 000;
greindustrialfoaringled co.uk) Crack ind

{for concrete floar) Permaban (01752 895 268,

F corm) ! feant Ridgeons,
Kelvedon (01376 570 700; ridgeons.co.uk) Toals Hils
{0800 B85 100; hilfi.co.uk); Festool (festool.co.uk)
Guitering Evolve Deepflow from Alkitec (01234 359
436; marleyaluter.couk) Flame-retantant paint
Thermoguard (0115 976 4455; thermoguardule.com)
Fittings and fixtures Biomass boiles Herz Valves
{01483 502 211; herrvalves.com) Wood-burming
stove Morsa from Ohpic’s (01245 380 471;
opbe-woodstoves.couuk) Applisnces Fagor (01256 308
045; fagor.couk) Showes, WIC and bathroom

taps Roca (ukomea.com) Carpet (Wilhelmina's
bedroom) Milliken Contrace (020 7336 7290
millikencarpeteurope com) Glass display cases

D8ch Binder (020 7608 6300, dandabinder.co.uk)
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the toals, clean away the mud and, of course, whesl out
some of their beloved objects — dolls, robots, twadermy,
knitted toys = collected over 17 years and displayed in
flass cases, like museum pieces,

Most of them are valueless. They're things we've
found, or people have given them to us because they
kenow we fike stuff)’ says Freddie. “They have enotional
value, rather than monetary value.”

And the internal finishes are similarly sentimental
and cost-effective. Old tea chests, bought for 50p
each, cover a wardrobe for their seven-year-old
daughrer, Wilhelmina. Leftover featherboard from the
exterior has been washed and sanded for the kitchen
cupbeards. Wood with deep scratches from cutting

43xmmxmm1

the slate roof tiles forms part of Ben and Freddie's
main bedroom wall

My view is that if a board has been used, it becomes
much more valuable, because somebedy’s spent hours
waorking on it, says Ben. Tn a conventional house you
get souffmarks and it deteriorares, We wanted ours to
et more comfortable and beautiful with time.”

The barn, not far from Colchester, Essex, belonged
o Ben's parents, who live next door and transferred it
to his name a few years ago (valued ar £196,000 at
the time). He and Freddie were looking for a live/waork
space in London, but were limited, given Ben's noisy
work crearing steel seulprures. And London was too
pricey, even though it was Freddie’s preference, But =

‘Our things have emotional value, rather than monetary value’
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left The studio this property's amazing, It seemed churlish to turn save money, with Ben managing the build alongside
ha shy-bigh down the opportunity just because I wanted to stay in Nick Spall, a timt ser-frame expert and, Ben says,
Bavkibelves the city. That's crazy. So we embarked on the project ‘building genius”. Together, they had to work out how
above 'F"Lm —and that was mad, oo, says Freddie, to translate a pile of drawings into a home.
{:’:’I‘;‘P’;nx Hudson Archirects designed the striking mesh roof W would draw details using Google SketchUp

i ke, bt to deal with a planning restriction banning visible roof {a 3D drawing software package), s we could

ririd Ty, ligghts on the barn (the mesh conceals roof lights visualise what we were asking people to build.’

“They're alio miore beneath it, while still lerting in light). The side of the And of course, building a home where every surface
affordable than building had to be soundproofed, which is just as and pipe is exposed required the builders to take greater
J{'c‘“-_' says Ber. well 23 Ben will be doing a lot of steelwaork for his art care than normal wath the details, with Ben usually
zmm' — making sculptures and public installations, such starting jobs to demonstrate what was needed, “They
Ben and Freddies as arches and gates. gotn b:tt.tr level of craftsmanship, and could be more
infereting arry Design and planning took one year, from Scprember  flexible with decisions on site, says Ben.

of enllectables are 2006 to 2007, and building wark started in April 2008, ‘Mick and I were three jobs ahead of the builders,

on display Soon after, however, they had to let their architect goto 50 we only started working on things when we got = -
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