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Left, the form of the
building ks a simple
rectangle which echees
local agricultwral
siructures. Right,
prefabrication made
large openings swuch as
the cormer glazing in
the living room
pessible. The
aluminium larmpshades
are by El Ultimo Grito
far Mathmios: the
chairs are by
Werner Fanton

edar house i5 3 millian miles frgm The flal Paul Gysaman owns in Los@on
Simple and understated, yet architecturally infriguing, this rural bolthole
_shares lftle in comman with the converted 1gth-century industrial building
-1ur.he-:| behind Kings Cross that he also calls home. Whereas the latter
fattles (o the rhythm of trains and ongoing regeneratien work, Cedar House
is sarene and secluded. The only thing that ratties around here it the
o caskonal grass snake.

Paul is relired and leads & rather schizophrenic life flitting between
capltal and countryside. The story of the conception of cedar house bares
fittle resemblance to most grand designs. ‘| never had any intention of
building a second home,” he admits, “and | wanted as little as possible todo
with It durlng the construction process.” Ah well, &l least he's honest

Paul's friends, Alan Conisbee and Marie Clarke, found the plel and
planted the idea of a second kome in Pauls head, "l came upto 5e8e M on &
summer day, and thought, wow, what a lovely place to have a house,’ says
Paul. A few phane calls and £125 000 later, and Paul became the owner ol &
crumbling brick work shed and, more crucially, the land that surrounded it.

Paul's reluctance to gel involved in the project fesulied in & ploneering
partnership between Hudson Architects, and the construction company,
Framework, “It%s bespoke prefabrication,’ explaing Paul, ‘and i1 allows the
awner to tike a backseal, effectively leaving them out af the equation.” The
architect designed the building in detail and then passed the design ko
Framewark, ‘“The plans were detailed to death,’ explaing Dieler Kleiner, b
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BUILDING ON THE FLOODPLAIN

Paul"s housas has baen built on the flosdplain of the River
Wensum which meant he had Lo get permission Lo build from the
Enviranment Agency. This involved commissioning a detailed
rapori te satisfy the criteria that the rish of a fleed was likely to
eccur no more than once In 100 years, and including flood
precautions in the design. A Mood refuge, consisting of a
maézzaning level with a large window, was bullt In above the
garage. Forming parl of the studlo, Paul can leap from here to
safety in the unlikely scenario that he fails to leave through the
door first. The bullding is also ralsed goomm above the axternal
ground level snd all the elecirical circuils are situated out of
harm's way. Thess sockets and switches are set in a sacrificial
wall lining (painted pale walmut) that continees around the
bullding and, in the event of a fleed, can be easily roplaced.

Abowe, cedar cladding
encases the roof and
walls of the house.
Laft, folding doors open
ane entire wall o the
outdoors. The chair in
thie spening iz the
Wasaily Chalr by
Marcel Brewer; the side
talsle iz by Elleen Gray

'[ USED TO
VICTORIAN HOUSE AND I SEEMED TO BE
FOREVER GOING UP AND DOWN STAIRS'
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of Hudson Architects, “there was very little left to chance.' Framework then
tank responsibility for the whole praject on a fzed price contract. They
partly prefabricated the building in their factory, constructed the tmber
shell in a number of weeks and then subcontracted out the ather jobs such
a8 the plumbing and electrics. "At Alan's suggestion | did employ a quantity
surveyor to represent my inferest,” says Paul. "We had perigdic site
meetings with the bullder, architect, guantity surveyar and myself, and
despite a few snags il all worked pretty well,”

The resulis are fantastic, especially far a prefab which cast less than
300,000 Peiched on ratsed foundations on the bank of the river Wensum
in Morfalk, i1l s & curious building. The shape 5 an uncomplicated
rectangular single storey with a pitched moof but the cedar cladding, which
encases bath roof and the walls of the house, gives it a monalithic feel, “We
wanied the building to il comlortably within the local agricultural
landscape,” explains Dieter. “By simplifying its form we hoped il would
evoke a functional farm buflding.’ One of these simplifications is the
absence of guiters — a small amission but one which gives the bullding
crispness and clarity.

Windows are genarous and scatterad randomby across the esterior and
are syrrounded by hefty, protruding metal frames, The main entrance 15 #
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THE
BUNGALOW
LOWDOWN

@ The first bungalow in Britain was buili
by Colonel Bragg who, returning from the
Haj, built & lodge with [ndian features In
Morwood, south London in the 1860% and
called it The Bungalow' ‘Bungalow’ is an
.||1g|,|:,":.'-_:l,:-:'-r| af the Hindl word "hangala’,
meaning 'of or belonging to Bengal’
® Bungalows soon became popular as
holiday homes, with the development of
more affordable wood -and-iron versions
appealing to the middle classes. Less rigid
and formal than a typical Victorian house
the bungalow was associated with a
care-fres, outdeor, even bohemiban, lifestyle
amd weas seen as the antithesis of strakght-
laced suburban society.
® By the Twenties, the bungalow had
become a :':'l_-.1_::, easily-built form of
accommaodation and it quickly spread as
poarer people from cramped inner-city
areas sought respite in the countryside

&t the same tdme, British manufacturers
X pOrped _::||'I.ﬂ.rl: icared werslons of the
bungalow to America. South Africa, Canada,
Auscralia, and even back to [ndia, They
proved particulady papular in America
where the single-storey property became
the gquiniessential American house
affordable, easy to Lulld, and a 5sr".n.r.g
feature of the American dream
® The last quarter of the 20th century
witnessed & backlash against the
bungalow az single-storey living became
synonymouvs with cheap, ugly, modern
boxes, built guickly with lictle or mo
architectural imagination
@ We have seen a resurgence of single=-
storey Il.'l.rin! in the 215 century. The
numerous benefits of banishing the stairs -
less wasted space, naturzl light, ease and
comvenience, for example — have led people

back to the idea of lateral living
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THE PREFABRICATED BUILDING

Paul's house |s made from structural insulated panels (51Ps) which are
prefabricated sandwich panels made from two layers of building board wrapped
arownd a care of Insulation. Pre-assembled off site, these can be cul to any shape
and size. Aside from the obvious advantages of affordabllity and spead of
construction, this method can result in dynamic designs. The panels are
incredibly strong and the architects found that large openings, even at corners
{such as the frameless corner window In the Living ream) were possible without
the need for additional reinforcement. The panel system also allowed for the :
absence of beams and trusses on the inside of the rool. ‘The idea of prefabrication

is ready to be pushed architecturally,” says Dister Kleiner of Hudson Architects,

"We need bo see the patential beyond the boring Portakabin box or model kit home

and reallse that prefab can be bespoke and aesthetically exciting.”

‘BUILDING SINGLE

STOREY ALLOWED US

TO CREATE DOUBLE
HEIGHT SPACES
WHICH IS IDEAL
FOR PAUL'S STUDIO’

==
.

GRAND GUIDE: SINGLE-STOREY LIVING

announced by a ramp that stretches almost the entire length of the
building. “The ramp creates a clear distinction as to where the entrance is,”
explaims Dieter, 11 prodides a hierarchy belvwesn e main dodr and the
other doors that lead from the house.”

The interior is divided between living and work space. 'l have been an
amateur photographer for years and now I'm retired I'm hoping to sell some
pieces commercially.' says Paul, There is a large studio, dark room and
small study, clumped at the far end of the house. The rest of the bullding
consists of two bedrooms, three bathrooms and a vast living area with
apen-plan klichen. The wood- bumning stove was Paul’s Idea and he bought
all the Furniture, sxcept for the Eileen Gray table, specifically for the space.

“Bullding single storey allowed us to create double helght spaces, which
is ideal for the studio where Paul meeded high ceilings and large walls for
hanging space,’ says Dieter, It also created exciting possibilities in terms of
outdoor living: both the studio and kitchen have direct outdoor access and
the line of glazed doors an the West side of the buoilding lald back
campletely on to the decked area that juts owt over the river. Living on one
level has also mode Paul's life a lot easier. * used to live in an Islington
Victorian house with four fAoors and | seemed to be forever going up and
down the bloody stairs,” he says. This is the first time e lived in a single
storey building and it's good, | ke it.' B

Cleckwise from below,
the house in its idyllic
setting; the bedroom,
like the rest of the
house, feels ke [tz in
the garden; bathroam
firtings are from
Abacas; Paul in the
kitchen area by the
wood-burning stowve
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FLOOR PLAN

2 Bedroam
1 En-suwite
4 Wi

5 Bedroam

1 Living/dining//kitchen & Bathroom

7 Darkroam

B Office

9 Studio

10 Mezzaninefgarage

DIRECTORY

Architects

Hudson Architects
(020 7490 3411
hudsonarchitects.co.uk)
Buyilders

Framewaork CDM Lid
(0870 OF1 728
framewoark.cdm.com)
Structural Engineers
Alan Conisbee & Associates
(020 F700 6565;
conisbee.co.uk]
Quantity Surveyar
Roger Rawlinson Associates
{020 7354 3286)
Garden Designer

Marle Clarke

{020 7700 2027
clarkeassociates.col
Windows

AM Frofiles

1D1246 B56 000:
amprofiles com)
External Sliding Doors
Folding Sliding Door Co
(DB45D G440 6530;
foldingslidingdoors co.uk)
Log Burning Stove
Anglia Fireplaces
(01223 234 713)
Shingles

Cayle Timber

(01225 427 409;
coyletdmber.cam)

Front Door Frame and Surround
BE Wilde

(01603 400 341)
Sanitaryware

Abacus

(320 7281 4136,
abacusbathrooms.co uk)
Rsbestos Remaowal
Antec

(01953 604 399
antecasbhestos.co.uk)
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