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rchitecture is a strangely low-profile
profession. Strangely, because we're
surrounded by its products: our homes,
schools, offices, factories, hospitals,
airports and stadiums, and the spaces
inside and around and between them.
Although they affect us every day, de-
termining the way we live and work

| and move, most of us know next to nothing about them.

Why is the building you're in now that particular size and
shape, for example? Who designed it? Could it have been
imagined and built differently? Could it be improved now
or in the future?

“We're taught at school to read a piece of literature and
to analyse it and to be able to form an opinion about it,”
says Jon Greenfield, principal architect at NPS South East
and chair of the FANN-XI steering group. “And maybe, if
we're lucky, we're taught to look at a picture, a painting,
and analyse it and formulate an opinion and talk about it.
But nobody teaches us at school to look at the built envir-
onment and understand what we're looking at, to formulate
an opinion and articulate a response. But we should! In fact,
it might even be more important to do that than in litera-
ture. I think [for people] to be more visually educated is a
big mission, actually, and if the festival can achieve that
in a small way... Often if you ask people about a building,
they say, ‘Oh, I don’t like it." Well, why don’t you like it? ‘I
just don't like it." It's important to get people beyond that.”
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films by film and moving image students from Norwich
University College of the Arts. “We asked them to make a

short film about either the Sainsbury Centre or the Forum. |

They are visually literate students, but architecture was
clearly something they were unused to. They were explor-
ing the buildings with their cameras, but it was very unfa-
miliar territory for them and that surprised me.

“Their brief was to create a short film, about four or five
minutes, promoting some aspect of the building. The ele-

| ments was one, so they could have talked about how rain

fell on the building, how sunlight followed. Somebody has |
to think about what stone looks like when it's wet and |
when it’s dry, how the water drips off - these are some of |
the things architects are thinking about all the time, so I |

suppose it's a surprise when other people don'’t look and

| think, ‘Oh, the rain’s not going to drip off that very well!™

Another Greenfield favourite is the pecha kucha - “chit
chat’ — night, when people are given the opportunity to
show and comment on 20 slides for 20 seconds each. Pecha
kucha originated in Japan in 2003 as a format for young
designers to network and to show their work in public.

“The idea.” says Greenfield, “is that people make very
quick presentations about something architectural that’s
bugging them. or that they're interested in. It could be a
building they've just designed, it could be sacred geometry,
or it could be just something that’s on their mind at the time

«Nobody teaches us at school to
look at the built environment and
understand what we’re looking at»
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~ really quickfire presentations where everybody’s getting

a bit tanked up, stimulating debate in a kind of edgy but

friendly way. It's simply presentations, but the idea is it

becomes interactive in the bar!”

A HOTBED OF IDEAS
he range and ambition of FANN-XI shows that
there is no shortage of energy in the architec-
ture community in Norwich and Norfolk, which
was boosted recently by the news that Norwich
University College of the Arts (NUCA) is to launch
an undergraduate course in architecture from

2012. “The whole of the architectural profession in Norwich

is really excited,” explains Greenfield. “because a school of

architecture becomes a kind of hotbed of ideas. You have
voung people coming into architecture for the first time,
and it stimulates the profession, it makes people much
more thoughtful.”

On that note, why not step outside and have a good look
at the building you're in? See what you think.

>www.fann-xiorg.uk
www.norfolkarchitects.org.uk
www.picturehouses.co.uk/cinema/cinema_city

FANN-XI HIGHLIGHTS

The Norwich Lecture ‘London 2012 Olympic Stadium:
Designing to be Different’ by Phillip Johnson of
Populous Architects, partner in charge of the Olympic
Stadium project. UEA Lecture Theatre 1, 13 Oct, 6.30pm.
The Work of Norfolk Architects Exhibition of
architects’ and student architects’ work. The Forum,
10-21 Oct.

The Architect Talks Lunchtime talks by architects in
the exhibition. The Curve in The Forum, 10-21 Oct.
Perspectives Early evening talks. The Forum; 11, 12, 18,
19 and 20 Oct.

Film and Form A season of architecture-themed films.
Cinema City, 25 Sept-23 Oct.

Norfolk Artists and Architects — FANN-XI Art Trail
Exhibitions of art by Norfolk architects, plus work from
Norfolk artists and photographers inspired by the built
environment. Various venues, 10-28 Oct.

Open Studios and Open Buildings Across Norfolk,
10-21 Oct.

Children's half-term architecture workshops
Sainsbury Centre, 24-28 Oct.

Norfolk Art and Architecture Short films by Norwich
University College of the Arts students. For more
information, see FANN-XI website.

Norfolk Architecture on the Page Book displays.

The Book Hive, Jarrolds and Waterstone's.

Pecha Kucha 20x20 Quickfire presentations on
architectural themes. Cinema City, 26 Oct.

See LWN.fj_ann-xLorg.uk for full details
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«Often if you ask people about a building, they say,

‘Oh, I don’t like it.” Well, why don’t you like it?»

was of this sort of dowdy, funny place with timber-framed |

buildings. when people wanted something Victorian and
modern. | think that carried on really, and its always sur-
prising to me how after the war, when the city had been
damaged but not as much as it seemed now, because it was
really the post-war planning which took out huge areas
of the city. Post-war redevelopment was probably more
damaging to the city than anything that fell from the sky.

“The first desire of early modern architecture was to start
a new history, a product of just wanting to get away from
political and economic disasters of the past and start with
a brave new world. [Whereas| we're now in a very differ-
ent era, where people are much more comfortable with
having something super-modern and of its time cohabiting
with something very old and of another time. In the '50s

| and "60s and maybe even into the 70s, things were much

more ideological.”

But where, in the city centre at least, are the opportu-
nities to build super-modern buildings to cohabit with the
city’s medieval glories? Haven't all the vacant sites been
filled in over the last decade or two?

“Maybe the very central sites have buildings on them now,”
agrees Greenfield, "but there’s a very close inner ring that
still needs transforming, [ think. A good example of trans-
formation is the marketplace and the Forum. [ was at the
watercolour exhibition at the Tate recently and there's a
watercolour of Norwich market, which doesn't look so very
different from 200 to 250 years ago. There's something re-
ally timeless about it, but it's been updated recently. [Now]
vou've got a wonderful, powerful "30s building in City Hall
right at the top of the hill, then a building that was added
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to it, the Forum, which has created spaces around it and
brought so much street life to that area. I think there are
just hundreds more opportunities like that in Norwich.”
THE ROAD TO PECHA KUCHA
he various events during FANN-XI will both look
at completed projects and reveal some of the op
portunities. The Perspectives talks, for instance,
include Meredith Bowles of Cambridge-based
Mole Architects on Alain de Botton's Living
Architecture project (which offers ‘holidays in
modern architecture’ through contemporary rental prop
erties), with Patty Hopkins of Hopkins Architects, who will
present the Long House, Cley, Living Architecture’s only
Norfolk project. Professor Alan Powers of the Twentieth
Century Society will address Norfolk's architectural an
ti-heroes Tayler and Green, who built homes for Loddon
Rural District Council from 1945 to 1975. Jonathan Smales,
a former MD of Greenpeace UK, will focus on sustainable
urbanism - how the design of towns and villages shapes
our behaviour. Anthony Hudson will talk about his prac
tice's recent Salvation Army headquarters building, and
ask what makes a building special and unique to its set-
ting. And Terry Hickman Smith of Wymondham-based
architects Lucas Hickman Smith will present the award
winning Pennoyer Centre, Pulham St Mary.
For Greenfield. one of the most interesting events is
Norfolk Art and Architecture, a series of six short

www.norwichmagazine.co.uk
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